Though about being a Sports Writer?

School Stars

YEAR
11
LEVEL
6
                                ESSENTIAL LEARNING AREA  Languages/PE

	OBJECTIVES 

Te Reo: Pänui

· Me pänui te äkonga kia whai hua ai tana rangahau i ngä tümomo tuhinga e pä ana ki ngä kaupapa kua whakaritea hei tirotiro mäna.
	LEARNING OUTCOMES/SKILLS

· Make a sports profile from a news report on a school student. 

· Comprehend written passages, and select key information.




OVERVIEW

You are a reporter for the school magazine and you have been asked to write a profile on a student in the school. However, the student is overseas and your deadline is today! 

INSTRUCTIONS

Read the article and fill out the profile.
PROFILE SHEET 

	Whakapapa

Tūrangawaewae
	

	Sports
	

	Achievements and awards


	

	Ideas about Māori culture 
	

	Goals in life


	

	What is important
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Jonathan Rickard, 
A young warrior

A top student at Te Kura A Rohe O Whaingaroa (Raglan Area School), Jonathan left school after gaining 6th Form Certificate, returning the following year as a part-time teacher aide.

He's now in his second year and final year of a Sport and Recreation Certificate at The Waikato Polytechnic, after which he hopes to do another two years to gain his degree, and to eventually become a PE teacher.

He's been a touch rugby rep player, a full-contact karate champion, and a NZ Maori Students rugby league player.

He was a keen rugby player for his school, and last season he played for the Raglan Seniors.

But karate is his biggest love. In 1996 he gained his black belt in Kyokushin, and this year he plans to fight in the NZ National Full Contact Karate Championships at Wanganui.

He credited much of his sporting and academic successes to having come from the 'awesome learning environment' at Raglan School.

"It sits right up there on top of the inlet where the estuary comes in. It's a lovely, lovely place to be."

Jonathan says his sports have given him a strong sense of achievement - karate in particular, which he has been doing since he was six years-old.

"Martial arts is really not that much different to the Maori culture. There's a comparison between learning and life, and it gets back to what I was saying before about people taking shortcuts to get to the front, the paepae.

"If you want to get up there and teach people karate, you can't just go and learn the Japanese language and think you can be at the top. Karate is more than a language, and Maoridom is just the same.

"My nana, even though she was an esteemed person, would always be out in the kitchen when we had visitors, cooking for people, even though some of her counterparts who were 20 to 30 years younger than her, would be out on the front verandah sitting on their bums.

"I am proud to call Whaingaroa Ki Te Whenua my home. Out of all the people in my family I have spent the most time there.

"I am proud to be part of it and proud to have roots that go back very, very far, especially that place - Whaingaroa. Not many people these days know who their ancestors are, where their families have come from.

"It's really important. I encourage everyone, not just Maori either, but anyone, to find out who the people are who came before you.

"It helps you have a better sense of where you're heading. I'm very proud to be part of a family that is so strong in heritage.


























