
Teachers’ notes: He hokinga mahara

Kīwaha

Expressions that are spontaneous and automatic. This form is prominent in te reo Māori and also in informal language. 

Kīrehu

Expressions that contain hidden meaning or mean the opposite of what is said.

Examples

Kāore te aroha 

Found in mōteatea, this means that there is immense compassion and love, not an absence of it. 

Kino kē koe!

This could be interpreted to mean the person is bad, however the opposite is inferred.

Mahia atu!

This is both a kīwaha meaning ‘Do it!’ and a kīrehu meaning ‘Don’t do it!’

The voice is critical in this type of speech, conveying the meaning more than the words do. 

These kīwaha/kīrehu are used in the pakiwaitara Mōkai Tuna. 

Hoki atu, hoki mai



Go on and on

Hika!





Heck! 

Auē!





Heck!

Mīharo ana




Amazed

Tūturu




Absolutely

Na 





Now 

Koinā te hāngai



That’s the truth 

Ka mīharo atu rā!



Blown away!

Engari rā




However

Ao ana te rā




The next day

Ka mau te wehi



Amazing

Inā te rahi!




It was huge! 

Kāore i taea te pēhea


Nothing could be done 

Nā kōrua tonu i rapa i tō kōrua mate
You two created your own problems

Mahue te whāki mai


Instead of saying something

Kei heipū ka hua taku mataku

In case my fears are realised

Me pēhea rā?



How can that be matched?
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