Thought about being a Scientist, Native Fauna Researcher?

Wild Wëtä

YEAR
9-11

LEVEL4-6
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	OBJECTIVES 

Te Reo: Pänui

· Ahakoa he aha te momo tuhituhinga e tino mätau atu ana te äkonga ki täna i pänui ai, e taea ana hoki e ia te äta tätari. Ka whakapakari hoki i töna ähei ki te arotake i te whai hua o ana tuhituhinga.

Pütaiao: Ö Mataora

·  Märama haere ia ki ngä raupapa ki ngä rerenga o ngä rauropi, kia märama hoki ki ngä momo kararehe me ngä momo kararehe me ngä tipu o Aotearoa motuhake.
	LEARNING OUTCOMES/SKILLS

· Identify and underline important information. 
· Present important facts to an international audience. 

· Identify characteristics and behavioural traits of the wëtä. 

· Present scientific information in a coherent way.


OVERVIEW

You’re off to the bush to study the wëtä – a native New Zealand insect! You will need to find out all about it and then complete a flyer to present at the International Youth Conference on native insects.

INSTRUCTIONS

Read the information and underline important ideas about the wëtä.

Wëtä have like an elephant, can weigh as much as a bird, and live like mice? Deinacrida, or Demon Grasshopper is the scientific name of the Giant Wëtä family. Māori had called it Wëtäpunga or Taepō. 
Wëtä are nocturnal grasshoppers with long antennae (usually twice their body length, four times in the case of the Cave Wëtä.) The giant Wëtä are rare and may die out soon. Giant Wëtä are the insect equivalent of the endangered parrot, the käkäpö. 

Many of the Wëtä were killed off when the European arrived with their animals. Giant wëtä now remain only on protected islands, such as Little Barrier Island in the Hauraki Gulf. 
Tree Wëtä are common and can be found anywhere. They live in shelter holes during the day. Wëtä use holes made by others. The second-hand tunnel of a large Huhu grub makes an excellent place, but they also live at home in your roof or any dry crevice on the outside of a building. 

In the bush, you will find them inside hollow trees or in the hollow stems of just about any kind of plant. They enter head first, leaving the back legs blocking the passage. In the evening, they back down the tunnel so that sense organs on their rear are able to assess the weather conditions. Warm, damp, dark nights without a moon are preferred. 

Wëtä enjoy long lives for insects and can live up to two years. A mouse, for instance, lives only about 18 months. They survive extremes of temperature, including being frozen in ice. 
Copy this template onto your paper. Draw your own wëtä and write at least 10 facts in the boxes.
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